MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

ary, nor would he be able to form anything, nor to> annihi-
late anything; and this when people are supposedly sane!
His views on this subject are worse than those of the man
who believed that paradise and hell would cease, as did
Jahm. Jahm, however, although believing that paradise
and hell could cease, contended, nevertheless, that after
they had ceased, Allah would be able to create their like.
This abu-al-Hudhail denied, maintaining that after the
cessation of his preordination, his God had no ability to do
anything. Among the Mu'tazilah, al-Mirdad attacked abu-
al-Hudhail, saying: " According to this, it would follow
that if the friend of Allah in paradise happened to be offer-
ing a cup to someone in one hand, and a precious gift in the
other, when the time of perpetual stillness fell upon all he
would forever have to remain in the position of a man
being crucified."

Abu-al-Husain al-Khaiyat1 offered the following two
pleas as an apology for abu-al-Hudhail. He claimed first
that abu-al-Hudhail meant that when the preordination of
Allah had ceased, he would gather together all enjoyment
for the people of paradise and they would then remain thus
in perpetual rest. Secondly, he claimed that abu-al-Hudhail
had maintained these views for the sake o-f arguing with
his opponents over their investigations of his answers.
This first plea of abu-al-Husain, in defence of abu-al-Hu-
dhail is, however, false from two points of view. First, he
held that two opposite enjoyments can unite in one place at
one time, a condition which is as impossible as the union of
pleasure and pain in one place. Secondly, if this plea were
I04 true, it would necessarily follow that the condition of the
people of paradise after Allah's preordination had ceased
would be better than their condition when Allah was omni-
potent. As regards his claim that abu-al-Hudhail taught the

1 Shahrastam, ibid., vol. i, p. 79.
126